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of turning Mexico into a monarchy, and about his own de-
termination to secure to the Mexican people perfect freedom
in shaping their institutions. We continued in exceedingly
animated and jovial conversation as long as the dinner lasted.
He seemed to take particular delight in talking to me in a
chummy way about the follies and meannesses and contempti-
ble schemes of the Court, very much as one republican would
confidentially talk to another. I was never to see him again.

General Prim started on his Mexican expedition, I have
no doubt, with the honest intention of doing what he had told
me he would do, and with the expectation of being able to do
it. But he was destined to return as a grievously disappointed
man. Spain, indeed, appeared first on the field of action with a
strong force of ships and soldiers, and Prim succeeded in mak-
ing an agreement of his own with the Mexican Government
which was rather favorable to Mexico. But France objected,
Louis Napoleon's own scheme to erect a throne for the Arch-
duke Maximilian came to the fore, and Spain and England
withdrew from the enterprise. Prim sailed home, not richer in
honors, and, I apprehend, not richer in cash. His further career
and end were characteristic. Returned to Spain, he headed the
anti-dynastic opposition, failed in an insurrectionary attempt in
1866, fled to Portugal, and thence to London and Brussels, was
active in helping to organize a new uprising, which took place
in 1868, and resulted in the downfall and exile of Queen Isa-
bella. Under the ensuing regency of Serrano, Prim became
Minister of War, and then President of the Council, and Mar-
shal. He favored the election of the Italian, Prince Amadeo,
as King of Spain, hoping to be the power behind the throne.
But two days after Amadeo's election Prim was assassinated
by unknown persons. The Cortes adopted his children as wards
of the nation.
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